TEXT-BOOK OF FRACTURES AND DISLOCATIONS.—HOFFA. 3I9 


oughly revised and to a great extent entirely re-written form, as its 
fourth edition. 

To bring the book up to date and to put it on a basis conformable 
to the latest advances in scientific research, has rendered it necessary 
to alter the arrangement and teaching of the entire first part. And 
this aim has obviously been achieved Instead of commencing with 
inflammation, as in the older handbooks, the editor now gives the first 
place to the normal process of healing of wounds, and afterwards dis¬ 
cusses the various forms of inflammations, which naturally leads him 
to the subjects of bacteriology connected with surgery. From this it 
is but a step to surgical fevers and antisepsis, so that the first part rep¬ 
resents an easy and unstrained logical progress of ideas. The more 
minute consideration of septicaemia, however, which would be more 
naturally introduced at this point, is postponed to the third depart¬ 
ment, where acute wound diseases are treated of, and the second part 
is now interposed, treating of the injuries and diseases of the various 
tissues. Tumors are discussed in a general manner in the fourth part. 
The second half comprises the general knowledge of operations and 
instruments (including a chapter on anaesthetics) and bandaging, appli¬ 
ances and protheses. 

The teaching is everywhere concise, clear, and in keeping with the 
most recent accepted facts. It is not everywhere so detailed as might 
be wished, but this is again an advantage for students. The main 
maxims are given in italics, whieh adds to the clearness ot the style. 
As to the scientific value of the matter taught, little need be said about 
it. Hitter’s and Lossen’s views are too well known and recognized to 
demand criticism, and there are but few points of pathology and the 
normal regenerative processes where other authorities opposed in their 
views can claim a greater number of followers. 

Lehrbuch der FracAjren und Luxationen fur Aerzte und Stud- 

ierende. Bearbeitet von Dr. Albert Hoffa. Wiirzburg, Stahel’sche 

Buchhandlung. 1888. New York, G, E. Stechert. 

Text-book of Fractures and Dislocations. 

The author has collected the latest scientific researches on the sub¬ 
ject of fractures and dislocations and embodied them together with 
what was formerly accepted, in the present volume (about 600 pages 
octavo), with the view of furnishing a practical hand-book for students. 
Although very complete in regard to all points of interest in the sub- 
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jects treated, the subject-matter has been confined to general state¬ 
ments, and, of course, no cases are introduced. Especial prominence 
is given to differential diagnosis and tables are introduced to 
facilitate differentiation. The treatment, however, has been purposely 
confined to the simplest and most practicable methods. ' 

The most striking feature of the book is the illustrations; 335 wood- 
cuts being interspersed in the text, many of them taken from well- 
known works and monographs, and 29 chromo-lithographs being 
added, showing the external appearance and the anatomical relations 
of the typical displacements in fractures and dislocations. The draw¬ 
ings were executed by Dr. Florschiitz. This addition alone promises 
success for the book, which is well gotten up in other respects also 
such as in paper and typography. 

Compendium der Lehre von den prischen subcutanen Fracturen. 

Von Dr. Stetter (Koenigsberg). Berlin, Georg. Reimer. 1888. 

New York, G. E. Stechert. 

COMPEND OF THE SCIENCE OF RECENT SIMPLE FRACTURES. 

This book (112 pages small octavo) is intended as a complement to 
the author’s compend of recent dislocations, with which it is uniform. 
The principal facts and most desirable knowledge are given in few 
words, only enough of the theory of fractures being included to permit 
an intelligent diagnosis and treatment. The latter frequently favors 
the application of tow dipped in plaster-of-paris. Some wood-cuts 
illustrate the text. 


W. W. Van Arsdale. 



